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10 So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. 
I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. 
- Isaiah 41:10 
 

Finding Your Way Out of the Hazards 
 

There is nothing quite like standing at the first tee box ready to hit the first ball of the 
day. It is right and salutary that this is a moment of hope - often a hope that is borderline 
delusional. The fairway looks wide, the grass is trimmed short, and the path to the green 
seems clear. But as any golfer will tell you, a single gust of wind or a slight lapse in focus 
can send your ball screaming away from the manicured grass and into any number of 
hazards. Water is the ultimate hazard as there is no way to recover except to confess the 
mistake and take an extra stroke. Sand isn’t so bad because with a good (lucky) hit you 
could conceivably still save your score. But let’s be honest - hitting out of a bunker is be-
yond most of us and the experience will often end in tears. The rough is a place of frus-
tration. The grass is thick, the footing is uneven, and often, you can’t even see the ball 
until you are standing right on top of it.  
 

When we find ourselves in the hazards the common reaction is to attempt some sort of 
hero shot. We grab our go-to club and try to swing with all our might to make up for the 
mistake. What’s missing from this logic is the fact that if we are capable of hero shots out 
of bunkers there is a good chance we would have avoided the bunker in the first place. 
Live and learn. 
 

However, the harder we swing in our own strength, the deeper we often sink. Once a 
ball goes into the water it is often tempting to try one more shot to see if you can clear 
the hazard without lying up (you can’t). In the thickest grass, a heavy-handed approach 
usually leads to another lost ball. 
 

If you feel like you are finding yourself in the hazards often in life, take heart. The hazards 
are annoying and even depressing but they are still part of the course. You are not dis-
qualified from the game because you ended up in the water. The rules allow you to start 
again if you can’t locate your ball in the weeds. Indeed, it’s all part of the experience. Golf 
isn’t about perfect shots; it’s about the recovery shots that get you back into contention. 
It’s learning from experience how to avoid hazards and how to navigate them when we 
put ourselves in a difficult situation.  
 

Take a deep breath. Relax your grip. Forget about what has happened and focus on what 
is happening. And if you need to, take a mulligan. They are free. And remember, God is 
with you. In the fairways and in the hazards. You are never alone.  --- Peace! Pastor Nate 
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~ two Sunday morning services - same message, different music styles ~ 

Sunday 8:30 am - Traditional Worship | Sunday 10:30 am - Contemporary Worship  
 

Wednesday service: casual evening gathering with its own message + music from a range of worship styles 

Wednesday 6:00 pm - Evening Worship 
 

Links are available on our website and social media sites for Livestream Worship.  
 
You can receive email alerts from LCR about worship and other news.  
Click on the ’Visitor Info Request’ tab our homepage to sign up - https://www.lcrmarion.org/new_visitor.html  
Alternately, you can contact us at the church office and we will sign you up:  
319.377.4689 or office(at)lcrmarion.org. 
 

Text Notifications - Worship services and other events are subject to change due to a variety of circumstances.  
If you would like text notifications of schedule changes / cancellations, call the church office  
(319.377.4689) and give us your name & cell number ~OR~ you can sign yourself up on our website - 
https://share.hsforms.com/181uDRkYnTRyGMmuwI3ZiDQ44ay4  
 

We Shall Meet On That Beautiful Shore 

Several months ago, a man stood in church and began singing along to the song ‘Sweet By and By’ in a strong baritone 
voice.  While to some, this may seem a fairly ordinary occurrence, this man had neither stood at church or sung for 
many years, due to declining health. 
 

Here are some of the song’s lyrics: 
There’s a land that is fairer than day, and by faith we can see it afar;  
for the Father waits over the  way, to prepare us a dwelling place there.   
We shall sing on that beautiful shore, the melodious songs of the blest;  
and our spirits shall sorrow no more, not a sigh for the blessing of rest. 
In the sweet by and by, We shall meet on that beautiful shore.   

 

That afternoon, the man’s wife texted me to share what a beautiful gift she had received, to see her husband stand 
and to hear him belting out a song from his heart.  It’s obvious to me now, that the Holy Spirit compelled this moment, 
as the man would soon enter his eternal rest in the place the Father had prepared for him. 
 

The man’s name….  Steve Olsen.  We commemorated his life a few weeks ago at LCR. 
 

All praise be to God the Father, who prepares these intimate moments for us to experience while on earth, until we all 
‘meet on that beautiful shore.’  - Ralph Kendrick, Contemporary Band & Children’s Choir Director 
 

Farewell Tracy Qian 
Tracy will finish her degree program at the University of Iowa this month and will be moving out of 
state for her next adventure. Her last Sunday as our organist will be May 3rd and she will share 
some original arrangements of Chinese folk music for organ as our prelude and postlude for the 
day.  
You are cordially invited to attend her degree recital at Voxman concert hall, VOX 2101, in Iowa City 
on Sunday, May 10th (Mother’s Day) at 3:30 pm. The recital is free to all and will last slightly longer 
than one hour. For those who would like to watch via livestream, here is the link -  

https://music.uiowa.edu/events/school-music-livestream 
 

Please take the opportunity to thank Tracy for her time here at LCR. 
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                       MINISTRY 

Gardeners & Landscapers Needed 
Will you help with the LCR Garden this growing sea-
son? Last year we provided over ONE TON (!!!!) of 
fresh produce to The Churches of Marion Food Pan-
try! Many thanks to everyone who helped last year. 
We had a combined landscaping & garden workday 
at the end of April, but we’ll need volunteers for 
both groups throughout the summer and early fall, 
too. There are numerous ways to help - get your 
green thumbs ready to go! 

Car Cruise Volunteers needed 
Our Cruise-Ins are held on the second Thursdays of 
each month. Volunteers should come at 4:30 pm to 
help with set-up. Then you can help serve and clean 
up/tear down, typically by 6:30 pm or so. If you'd like 
to help at a Car Cruise, here is the link to sign up - 
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/904044CA8AD2EA7FA7-63440684-carcruisein#/

May & June Mission Envelopes 

…will benefit Community Health Free Clinic, which 
provides free medical, dental, vision, and prescrip-
tion services for those without access to or the abil-
ity to pay for healthcare in our community. CHFC be-
lieves that all people deserve to be treated with dig-
nity and respect, and that ability to pay should never 
prevent people from receiving the healthcare they 
need.  https://www.communityhfc.org/ 

In May, we will be collecting monetary donations in 
support of the Start School Right Shoe Drive. Marion 
Independent School District uses the donated funds 
to purchase sturdy athletic shoes for students in 
need. If you would like to contribute, please mark 
your donation, "Shoe Drive." Thank you for all the 
ways you support your community! 
 

MORE Mission of Hope Meals! 
This year LCR makes and serves meals to clients of 
Mission of Hope EVERY month! We’d love to have 

your help! Sign up at LCRMarion.org 
(or scan the QR code) to donate sta-
ple foods like ground beef, canned 
baked beans, onions, etc. You may 
also donate monetarily - please mark 
your gift "Mission of Hope Meal."   

 

Peeking ahead: Neighborhood Nights 
Our first Neighborhood Nights event takes place on 
Saturday, June 27th! We will be serving hot dogs, so  
we’ll be asking for free-will donations of hot dogs, 
single-serving chips, and pop. Hot dog donations will 
go into the kitchen freezer; chips and soda can be 
dropped off at the main office. No time to shop? No 
problem - donate to LCR (with 'NN' as the memo) to 
help offset costs. There will be a QR code posted for 
donations and volunteer opportunities closer to the 
event date. Thank you for your generosity as we serve 
our neighbors and the wider community!   
 

Save the Date… 

Habitat for Humanity Faith Build day is scheduled for 
Tuesday, June 30th. Besides build volunteers, we’ll 
also be looking for a crew to serve lunch. Contact 
Marlin Oeltjen if you have questions. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904044CA8AD2EA7FA7-63440684-carcruisein#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904044CA8AD2EA7FA7-63440684-carcruisein#/
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May 3rd  LAST DAY OF  SUNDAY SCHOOL 
May 10th  Mothers Day Cookies & Crafts  
 in the fellowship hall! 

May 6th  LAST DAY OF WNL 
May 13th  Movie Night for 4th–8th graders  
 in the fellowship hall! 

Our WNL and Sunday School students have 
been wrapping up the school year doing a 
little service! Many of our SS kids helped 
with packing Personal Care Kits, and our 
WNL kids did a trash clean-up around the 
church grounds and parking lot.  
 

(see Care Kit photos on newsletter insert) 



 

 ADULT DISCIPLESHIP 
Book of Job 
Pastor Nate is leading us in a study of the Book of Job between ser-
vices on Sunday mornings. Job is tested through extreme suffering, 
including the loss of his wealth, children, and health, yet he maintains 
his piety.  
 

Pastor Jeff’s One-Minute Devotionals  

You can view these brief, thought-provoking videos online  
at any time  https://tinyurl.com/PrJeffDevotional 
 

Pastors Scripture Study 

There is no better way to prepare for worship than to be in conversation  
with the scriptures. Your thoughts and insights will help enlighten the  
pastors’ weekly sermons and prepare you to get more out of worship.  
We meet each Wednesday at 11:00 am in the fellowship hall. 
 

Resurrection Small Groups   
JAM Study Group - women’s group; 2nd Monday of each month; conference room  NEW STUDY! 
 Email Linda: lhayward495(at)yahoo.com; “Christianity and World Religions” by Adam Hamilton 
  

Rebecca Mary Martha Circle - women’s group; first Wednesday each month at 1:00 pm 
 Email Lareen: clgull57(at)yahoo.com | conference room 
 

Donna Dennis - mixed group; 2nd & 4th Thursdays at 6:30 pm; conference room      
 Email Donna: donnakdennis88(at)gmail.com  
 

Mary Kay Pinckney - women’s group; THURSDAY, MAY 14TH at 2:00 PM; Mary Kay’s CR home 
 Email - mkpink6(at)gmail.com; “Grace: A Bible Study on Ephesians for Women” by Keri Folmar 
 

CHANGES: We are changing our day & time after meeting on Sundays for many years. We’ll also be changing our  
location this summer. We’re meeting at Mary Kay's home in May, then will begin meeting at the church in June.  

Feel free to contact Mary Kay with any questions. New people are always welcome to join our group!  
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At LCR we are planning for the future of our ministry through a partnership with Martin Gardner Architecture. 
We want to create a master plan. The aim of this plan isn’t to do any work on the building currently, but to 
look ahead, guided by the needs of our mission and ministry. Help us by getting Involved! Church leadership 
believes that input directly from the LCR community is vital to our future success. In the month of May, you 
will have a number of ways to share your hopes for our faith community. See the newsletter insert  
for dates for in-person gatherings - noted on the May calendar with the ’beach ball’ symbol. >>>  
There will be an online or print survey you can complete; you can speak with members  
of our core team (listed on the insert); or contact Kyle Martin of MGA. 

CARNATIONS  
for moms and  

other women on  
Mothers Day  

(May 10th) 
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FELLOWSHIP 
PEP 55+ Frauds & Scams:  
Join us on Sunday, May 3rd at 3:00 pm. Our presenter 
will be Kathy Gerlach from the AARP Fraud Watch Net-
work. Kathy will share valuable information regarding 
frauds and scams, including how to spot a scam and 
prevent becoming a victim, and by describing re-
sources that are available to everybody through AARP.  
Light refreshments will be on hand. 

Knitters & Crocheters 
Knitters, crocheters, or any kind of needleworkers are 
welcome to join us on Thursday evenings at 6:00 pm. 
We have extra yarn to share, plus knitting needles and 
crochet hooks if you need them. Never knitted or cro-
cheted before? We are happy to teach you! Contact 
Pam for details - PamKacena(at)yahoo.com 
 

Wood Carvers 
Wood carving is great past-time, even if you’ve never 
tried it before. We meet weekly on Thursdays at 6:00 
pm. Come when you can and we’ll show you how it’s 
done. Contact John if you have any questions: 

john1400(at)q.com 
 

Gatherings @ LCR  
‘Gatherings’ is a place and time to hear and share sto-
ries and connect with others in our community. We 
have fascinating conversations on different topics eve-
ry time. Join us Friday, May 8th and 22nd from noon 
to 1:00 pm. Everyone is welcome and beverages and 
light snacks are offered. Email Mary with questions: 

jonmaryhajek(at)gmail.com 
 

Walking Group 
We walk each Thursday at 10:00 am at Lindale Mall or 
Lowe Park. Make sure to get on our email list so you’ll 
know where to meet us!  secretary(at)lcrmarion.org 

Mothers Day Cookie & Crafts 
Join us on Sunday, May 1oth from 9:30 am - 12:00 pm 
in the fellowship hall. Make a pretty cookie to give to 
your mom, to a grandmother or aunt, or to a friend 
who's a mom. All ages are welcome.   

Car Cruise-in 
Come see awesome classic vehicles on Thursday, May 
14th, starting at 5:00 pm. This is a free activity for all 
ages so feel free to invite friends and neighbors, too! 
There will be pizza, beverages, and snacks for sale.  
 

LCR Book Club  
We’ll meet on Tuesday, May 12th at 6:30 pm  
to discuss “Behold the Dreamers” by Imoblo Mbue. 
Jende Jonga, a Cameroonian immigrant living in Har-
lem, has come to the US to provide a better life for 
himself and his family. He gets a job as a chauffeur for 
an executive at Lehman Brothers and looks forward to 
a brighter future. However, the great world of privi-
lege conceals troubling secrets. Contact Mary to get 
on our email list; new people are very welcome! 
jonmaryhajek(at)gmail.com 
 

Painting Group 
Love to paint? Want to learn? Join us on the 1st & 3rd 
Tuesdays of each month at 6:30 pm in the art room. 
This group is open to adults painting in a variety of me-
diums - acrylic, watercolor, oils, etc. If you have ques-
tions, or you haven't painted before, contact Evelyn: 

 ebeck(at)imonmail.com  
 

Cribbage Group 
Join us on 2nd & 4th Fridays at 1:15 pm for a few 
games of cribbage. We are happy to teach you if 
you’ve never played before; non-members are always 
welcome.  
 



 

 

2025/2026 End-of-Year Calendar: 
May 6 - last day of regular Confirmation sessions 
May 13 - Parent Meeting and Movie Night 
May 24 - Confirmation Sunday (8:30 am) 
 

* We’ll have movie night for all Conf. students starting 
at 6:00 pm on 5/13. Parents & guardians of 8th graders 
should gather at 7:15 pm for a meeting about our up-
coming Confirmation service. We aim to have students 
and parents done about the same time!  
* All 8th graders are invited to join our EDGE students 
for their year-end gatherings on 5/20, 5/27, and 6/3! 

^ Confirmation students checking their bibles  ̂

LAST Sunday Fellowship:  
Sunday, May 3rd | 9:40-10:25 am 

7th to 12th graders gather in the YAC between wor-
ship services on Sunday to share in a time of fellow-

ship. Thank you all for taking part in our get-togethers 
throughout the last school year! 

 

 

Graduates... 
We will celebrate your accomplishments on May 31st! 
If you or your student is graduating from high school, 
tech school, military training, or college, please help us 
highlight their efforts by sending us a photo and 
where they are graduating from. You can contact the 
church office or use our online form: 

https://share-na2.hsforms.com/1qEHZH-
1GTTqQHNnD0eFFbg44ay4 

In April, EDGE observed Holy Week with a special wor-
ship service and communion. We also spent time with 
EWALU’s True North director, Heather Schwartz, en-
gaging in team-building activities and learning about 
EWALU’s newest high school program, which focuses 
on leadership, community-mindedness, and resilience 
(LCR). On Earth Day, participants helped pick up trash 
around both the church and Butterfield Park, then 
gathered for a bonfire to close the evening. Youth 
shared their favorite aspects of creation and reflected 
on our role in caring for the planet. We will finish our 
programming year with a continued focus on Creation 
Care and fellowship with one another. All current 
8th graders are invited to join us in full participation 
in EDGE beginning on May 20th. 
Learn More & Sign Up for True North Summer Camp 
(July 26-31) here: https://ewalu.org/truenorth/  
 
UPCOMING EVENTS: 
Sunday, 5/3 | LAST 7-12th Sunday Fellowship 
Wednesday, 5/6 | EDGE 
Wednesday, 5/13 | EDGE  
Wednesday, 5/20 | EDGE | Incoming Freshman Join Us!  
Wednesday, 5/27 | EDGE 
Sunday, 5/31 | Graduate Recognition Sunday 
Wednesday, 6/3 | EDGE | End of the Year Party 
 

Wednesday, 6/10 | NEW!  EDGE Worship Band info  
session and pizza! | Come to the YAC - doors open  
at 7:00, we will start at 7:15 PM 
Join Hannah, Ralph, and Pastor Nate as we kick off the 
newest chapter of the EDGE Worship Band. All talents, 
instruments, vocals, and skill levels are invited to join us! 
We will meet a few times on Wednesdays throughout 
the summer as participants' schedules allow. 
 

If you would like to receive regular high school  
ministry email updates, register for EDGE here:  

https://lcrmarion.org/ministries/youth-ministry.html 

EDGE YOUTH 
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CONFIRMATION 

https://lcrmarion.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b543f434dafd2f7017aa9644a&id=c4109bd4e3&e=602bbc91da
https://lcrmarion.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b543f434dafd2f7017aa9644a&id=c4109bd4e3&e=602bbc91da
https://ewalu.org/truenorth/
https://lcrmarion.org/ministries/youth-ministry.html


 

 

Those hospitalized recently:  
Billie LeFlore, Laurie Stock 
 

Those experiencing illness or surgery:  
(LCR members) Harriet Van Gilder, Mary Huntington, 
Roger Carlson, Eloise Heppler, Larry Edwards, Gary 
Young, Peggy Downey, Pam Couser, Erv Oltmanns 
 

(family and friends) Uncle John, niece Michelle,  
Azhmore Francik, Troy Cronbaugh, Duane English, 
cousin Katie, Ray Eggers, Will Springer, Ken Springer 
 

Those living in care facilities:  
Bernadean Spilde (Closer Care), Larry Wogahn  
(The Views), Mary Durspek (Terrace Glen),  
Everett & Georgia Lehrman (Grand Living) 

Those who mourn:  
Mike Dryden and family on the death  
     of their mother Marjorie 
Madelyn Olson and family on the death   
     of her husband Steve 
Jason Meyers and family on the death of his brother 
The Fottral family on the death of Linda Fottral 
Donna Feigenbaum on the death  
     of her companion Bill Stein 

PRAYERS 

Pastoral Care - With rules about confidentiality  
at our hospitals, we will not know that you  

or your family member is sick or in need  
unless you contact the church office. 

Please let the office know about prayer needs  
or when you wish to have a name removed.  

The names of friends and family who are  
dealing with illness will be listed for 2 months. 
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New Beginnings begins! 
 

Our New Beginnings group is an opportunity for all 
widows and widowers in our congregation to gather 
for fun and companionship. We have received very 
positive interest so far and are looking forward to 
getting started. We anticipate a variety of events. 
  

The first event will be a ‘get acquainted’ dinner at the 
Tuscany Grill at 475 Northland Ave (just off Blairs Fer-
ry Rd) on Friday, May 1st. We’ll meet at 5:00 pm and 
start ordering food at 5:30. (You will be able to order 
off the regular menu.) In order to get a count of at-
tendees, please RSVP as soon as you can by contact-
ing the church office, organizers Bob Wolter or Joan Dutton, or using this link -  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904044CA8AD2EA7FA7-63610995-newbeginnings 

...some of our middle schoolers decorating cookies... 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904044CA8AD2EA7FA7-63610995-newbeginnings


 

 

Digital Giving 
* Simply Giving - Join 86 LCR mem-
bers who give regularly through auto-
matic drafts from their checking or 
savings accounts. You can elect to 
give weekly, monthly, or quarterly. 
Enrollment forms are available in the 
info rack in the gathering space. 
 
 

* PayPal - Click DONATE button 
on our website for online giving. 
 

* Venmo - Smartphone app for           
sharing money @LCRMarion 

STEWARDSHIP 

Thank you for your faithful gifts in support of our budget.  

The Council met on Tuesday,  April 21, 2026. March  
treasurer and secretary reports were approved.  
 

Treasurer: New sanctuary speakers accounted for  
large expenses in March. YTD income running ahead  
of budget. 
Pastor Jeff: Easter services went well. Thank you to 
Madelyn for the beautiful cupcakes. Synod assembly  
May 15-16. New custodian starting May 1.  
Matthew Lang officially starting May 31 as organist/
accompanist. Starting a facility vulnerability task group  
to deter loitering around property.  
Pastor Nate: Motion passes to approve Dylan Graybill, 
Thomas Fredin, Logan Cady, Chloe Christopherson,  
Zoey Conrad, Annika Petersen, Margaret Tomlinson,  
Beckett Fisher, Julia Lovseth, Noah Thompson, and  
Emily Lovseth as confirmands. 
 
 

Outreach: April Car Cruise-in rescheduled to April 30th. 
No May breakfast event after all. 
Property: Two new toilets installed and working well. 
Eagle Scout project scheduled for June to clean up  
retention pond areas. 
Governance: Prioritized policies in need of update 
and will begin updating them in order of importance. 
Education: May 31 is Senior Recognition Sunday.  
Great work happening with our education team.  
Summer activities scheduled for all age groups. 
Old Business: Site Master Plan Update - Dates for  
upcoming meetings will be published in CrossTalk. 
New Business: New Beginnings Group -  
First dinner coming up at Tuscany Grill on May 1st. 
 

Next meeting: Tuesday, May 19, 2026 
Agenda items should be submitted by 5/11/26. 
Print copies of council minutes and treasurer’s   
reports are available in the church office binder. 

CHURCH COUNCIL Please reach out with  
questions or concerns. 
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Treasurer's Report for March 2026 
    

 March Year to Date One Year Ago 

Receipts $ 96,381  $309,442  $300,561  

Expenditures $ 97,916  $270,045  $216,861  

    

Cash Balances 3/31/2026  3/31/2025 

General Fund $182,307   $244,298  

Property Reserve  $ 80,868   $ 80,780  

Savings $ 44,327   $ 43,013  

CDs $329,776   $218,441  

In April we explored under the sea! Our pretend center 
was an aquarium and our young scientists learned about 
all the things in the ocean. After that we learned about 
construction and what we can build. We’re so proud of 
how far our kids have come this school year! Remember to 
let friends and neighbors know about the Wee Wisdom 
option. We have a few yard signs if you would be willing to 
place one in  your yard for a few days :-) 
 

https://www.lcrmarion.org/wee-wisdom-preschool.html 
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CONTACT US! 

office hours:  
Monday - Friday,  

9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
phone: 319-377-4689  

email: office(at) lcrmarion.org 
fax: 319-377-4680  

Pastor Jeff Frohner - PastorJeff (at) lcrmarion.org 
Pastor Nate Montover - PastorNate (at) lcrmarion.org 

Childrens/MS Ministry: Jessi Lau - childrens (at) lcrmarion.org 
HS Ministry: Hannah Sh. Powell - youth (at) lcrmarion.org 

Contemp. Worship: Ralph Kendrick - worship (at) lcrmarion.org 
Office Manager: Kim Benser - business (at) lcrmarion.org 

Emily Carson - secretary (at) lcrmarion.org 
Cari Redondo - communications (at) lcrmarion.org 

Lorie Smith - bookkeeper (at) lcrmarion.org  
Custodians: Dave Steifner, Dave Cosgrove 


