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Matthew 5:1-16 

The Beatitudes 

5 When Jesus
[a]

 saw the crowds, he went up the 

mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to 

him. 
2 
Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 

3 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom 

of heaven. 
4 

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be 

comforted. 
5 

“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
6 

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 

righteousness, for they will be filled. 
7 

“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
8 

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
9 
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.  

10 
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom 

of heaven. 
11 

“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 

against you falsely
[b]

 on my account. 
12 

Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 

heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

Salt and Light 

13 
“You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be 

restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot. 

14 
“You are the light of the world. A 

city built on a hill cannot be 

hid. 
15 

No one after lighting a lamp 

puts it under the bushel basket, but 

on the lampstand, and it gives light 

to all in the house. 
16 

In the same 

way, let your light shine before 

others, so that they may see your 

good works and give glory to your 

Father in heaven.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5.1+-16&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23236a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5.1+-16&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23246b


What surprises you about this episode? What do you find interesting? What questions do 

you have about the events portrayed in this episode? Did anything make you think 

differently about Jesus?  

1. Deals and Agendas:  The episode began with 

two ‘entrepreneurs” working a deal to get some 

land—which we find out is a bit disingenuous.   

Later some savvy marketing –by Judas it turns 

out—will help secure the venue.  We are also 

once again put in the middle of a power struggle 

for ‘religious power’ between two schools of 

thought.  What do you think about the immersing 

of the story in the midst of these kinds of realities?   What does it say about the Jesus 

movement itself and how it will navigate the world?   

2. Diversity of the movement:  Twice I was struck with the lifting up of the 

great diversity in the Jesus movement and how this can not only cause drama 

and consternation (think about the scene where Matthew is concerned that 

folks can’t get along and Jesus says it is to be expected.  Or the scene where 

the different followers are highlighted when the different beatitudes are 

recited.  Or when Thomas explains the fighting disciples with the word 

‘love.’).  Is there strength in allowing for great diversity in the church or 

should we be looking for more conformity?  

3. The Sermon on the Mount:  When you saw all the planning and preparation for the 

Sermon on the Mount (construction, handing out fliers, finding land) how did this play in 

your own mind or imagination?   Could this 

event have been so well planned and conceived 

or do you think it was more spontaneous?   

What is your reaction to Jesus asking Matthew 

to critique what he has prepared?  Do you think 

the director is trying to suggest some things, or 

is it just a way to tell the story?   

 


