
The Chosen ---Season 2, Episode #6  LCR, Marion 

Isaiah 58:12-14 
12 

Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; 

    you shall raise up the foundations of many 

generations; 

you shall be called the repairer of the breach, 

    the restorer of streets to live in. 

13 
If you refrain from trampling the sabbath, 

    from pursuing your own interests on my holy day; 

if you call the sabbath a delight 

    and the holy day of the LORD honorable; 

if you honor it, not going your own ways, 

    serving your own interests, or pursuing your own 

affairs;
[a]

 
14 

then you shall take delight in the LORD, 

    and I will make you ride upon the heights of the earth; 

I will feed you with the heritage of your ancestor Jacob, 

    for the mouth of the LORD has spoken. 

What surprises you about this episode? What do you find interesting? What questions do 

you have about the events portrayed in this episode? Did anything make you think 

differently about Jesus?  

1. Restoration and forgiveness.   “I do have faith in him, 

just not in me.”  I thought these were powerful words 

spoken by Mary Magdalene in the movie.   Even though 

the plot line of Mary ‘falling back into sin’ or if you 

prefer, once again ‘following the demoniac’ is not in the 

Bible it makes for a good example of how hard it is to 

forgive ourselves.  Mary in the movie says, “He fixed 

me once, and I broke again.”  What does this say about 

sin and our own personal struggles?   Is it easier to 

forgive others or ourselves?    

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2058%3A12%2D14&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-18800a


2. Mary the mother and Ramah.  There is an 

interesting scene where Ramah is expressing 

her concern and uncertainty about all the 

things that are happening.  Indeed, the whole 

episode is full of things that are not good:  

John the Baptizer is arrested, the food is 

running out, Mary Magdalene has left, etc…. .  

Ramah wants to know if Jesus’ time has come 

why doesn’t he stop the bad.   What do you 

think about Mother Mary’s quoting of 

scripture:  (Isaiah 31,  Alas for those who go 

down to Egypt for help and who rely on horses, who trust in chariots because they are 

many and in horsemen because they are very strong, but do not look to the Holy One of 

Israel or consult the Lord!   Jesus for his part when told that the food is running out 

suggests that we need to pray!  Does this seem practical?  Is it overly pious or incredibly 

wise?  

3. The issue of the Sabbath:  The title of 

the episode is “Unlawful.”  While the 

issue that is lifted up is that of Sabbath, 

I think the movie really can take us 

further down this question of what is 

lawful, what does God require, or in 

other words what are the things that are 

important to follow.  The leader of the 

local Synagogue and of course our 

friend Shmuel certainly have a 

particular interpretation of the law; 

Jesus seems to have a different interpretation.  Were people made to keep the Sabbath; or 

was the Sabbath given as a gift for people?   What do we do when Christians have honest 

disagreements about the law or what are the things that God desires of us?   Why do such 

conversations usually end with hurt feelings and broken relationships?   How do you 

determine what is lawful?  


