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Matthew 11.7-15 

7 
As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds 

about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to 

look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 
8 

What then did 

you go out to see? Someone
[d]

 dressed in soft robes? 

Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal 

palaces. 
9 

What then did you go out to see? A 

prophet?
[e]

 Yes, I tell you, and more than a 

prophet. 
10 

This is the one about whom it is written, 

‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 

    who will prepare your way before you.’ 

11 
Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one 

has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater 

than he. 
12 

From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has 

suffered violence,
[f]

 and the violent take it by force. 
13 

For all the prophets and the law 

prophesied until John came; 
14 

and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to 

come. 
15 

Let anyone with ears
[g]

 listen! 

Malachi 4:5 

5 
Lo, I will send you the prophet Elijah before the great and terrible day of 

the Lord comes.  

What surprises you about this episode? What do you find interesting? What questions do 

you have about the events portrayed in this episode? Did anything make you think 

differently about Jesus? 

1. Mary Magdalene:  Ever since the first episode we have delighted in Mary’s healing 

and restoration.  Her previous pain and trauma has always been recognized.  In this 

episode you may have been surprised (I was) that the director decided to show Mary once 

again in a personal crises of identity and worth.  What did you think of the choice of the 

director to incorporate a ‘relapse’ if you will?   What does this say about being a person 

of faith and following Jesus?   Would you have scripted this into the episode? 
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2. Evil:  Caleb the demoniac is introduced into the 

story and we have depicted Jesus casting out the 

demon.  We read about this in scripture but it’s 

different to see it portrayed in the movie.  What do 

you think about the presence of evil?   Do you 

remember Simon the Zealots conversation with the 

demoniac and his refusal to kill him?  He seemed to 

suggest that it was better to have evil contained—even 

if causing harm—then to release it into the world.   

Does the presence of the demonic (in the movie) have an effect on anyone else?   Can 

evil spread? 

3. Simon the Zealot:  Simon is a trained assassin and 

he uses his skills to protect Mary; but then he is about 

to be overcome by the demoniac, until Jesus 

intervenes.  At one point Simon says:  ““Why do you 

need someone like me?” Jesus responded, “I have 

everything I need. But I wanted you.”   Is that a 

difference worth exploring in your own faith journey--

-Jesus doesn’t need you; but wants you.  Why may 

this not be appealing to some?      

4. The politics of religion:  Shmuel gets schooled a little bit about the political realities of 

the Sanhedrin and of the everyday realities of living out the faith.  What do you think, can 

we divorce our faith from politics?  In general does religion serve politics or politics 

serve religion?   Shmuel is kind of portrayed as a schmuck (sic) but do you think he is 

trying to do the right thing?    


