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John 5:1-16 

Jesus Heals on the Sabbath 

5 After this there was a festival of the Jews, and Jesus 

went up to Jerusalem. 

2 Now in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate there is a pool, 

called in Hebrew[a] Beth-zatha,[b] which has five 

porticoes. 3 In these lay many invalids—blind, lame, 

and paralyzed.[c] 5 One man was there who had been ill 

for thirty-eight years. 6 When Jesus saw him lying there 

and knew that he had been there a long time, he said to 

him, “Do you want to be made well?” 7 The sick man 

answered him, “Sir, I have no one to put me into the 

pool when the water is stirred up; and while I am 

making my way, someone else steps down ahead of me.” 8 Jesus said to him, “Stand up, 

take your mat and walk.” 9 At once the man was made well, and he took up his mat and 

began to walk. 

Now that day was a sabbath. 10 So the Jews said to the man who had been cured, “It is the 

sabbath; it is not lawful for you to carry your mat.” 11 But he answered them, “The man 

who made me well said to me, ‘Take up your mat and walk.’” 12 They asked him, “Who 

is the man who said to you, ‘Take it up and walk’?” 13 Now the man who had been healed 

did not know who it was, for Jesus had disappeared in[d] the crowd that was there. 14 Later 

Jesus found him in the temple and said to him, “See, you have been made well! Do not 

sin any more, so that nothing worse happens to you.” 15 The man went away and told the 

Jews that it was Jesus who had made him well. 16 Therefore the Jews started persecuting 

Jesus, because he was doing such things on the sabbath. 

What surprises you about this episode? What do you find interesting? What questions do 

you have about the events portrayed in this episode? Did anything make you think 

differently about Jesus? 
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1.  As you witnessed the disciples’ 

preparation for the Festival of 

Booths, what thoughts did you 

have about the significance of 

religious tradition/heritage? About 

the importance of experiencing 

God in community?  In the movie 

Jesus talked about it being a great 

leveler…everyone sleeps outside.   

How important are our traditions? 

2.  Outsiders.   During the Feast of Booths scene once again we are given some insight 

into how hard it was to imagine that God’s promises are for everyone.   Is it Big James 

who asks how outsiders could possible understand the wanderings of the ancient 

Israelites.  Jesus than says:  “Everyone has wandered through the wilderness at some 

point.” What does this suggest to you?  How 

might we use this to help us understand other 

people and faith traditions?   

3. I think one of the important subthemes of this 

episode is the interpretation of scripture.  How 

could the Pharisees, Zealots, and others interpret 

the same scripture passages so differently? What 

do you rely on to help you interpret the scriptures?  

What does this say about scripture?  

4. Do you want to be made well?  This is the powerful question that Jesus asks the man at 

the pool of Bethesda.  What is interesting is that the man doesn’t really answer, but gives 

reasons that have prevented him from getting into the 

water.   I’ve often preached on this passage from 

John’s Gospel with an emphasis on the difference 

between ‘healing’ and being made ‘well.’   Do you 

think the Gospel writer is doing more than just 

recounting a story here?  Could he be confronting us 

with Jesus’ words also?   What does this say about 

the importance of scripture? 


