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“The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He 

found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 
44 

Now 

Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and 

Peter. 
45 

Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We 

have found him about whom Moses in the law and 

also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from 

Nazareth.” 
46 

Nathanael said to him, “Can anything 

good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, 

“Come and see.” 
47 

When Jesus saw Nathanael 

coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an 

Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” 
48 

Nathanael 

asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus 

answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip 

called you.” 
49 

Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the 

Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 
50 

Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I 

told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.” 
51 

And 

he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you,
[a]

 you will see heaven opened and the angels of 

God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.”  John 1.43-51 

How does the account of Phillip and Nathaniel in the movie differ from what we have in 

scripture?  Is this helpful, or does it presume things that shouldn’t be presumed? 

 

What surprises you about this episode? What do you find interesting? What questions do 

you have about the events portrayed in this episode? Did anything make you think 

differently about Jesus? 

1. New Arrivals.  One thing that seems interesting to me is 

how the movie portrays Jesus followers coming together at 

very different times and under different circumstances.  

Have you ever thought about the diversity of Jesus’ 

disciples?  Especially today we encounter Phillip who is 

known by Andrew, but initially met with suspicion.  Do 

you think people that first come to our church are ever met 

with suspicion?   What are the consequences good and bad 

of adding “new” disciples?  How does that connect with 

the church today? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1.43-51&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26086a


 

2. Matthew and Phillip.  From the very beginning 

Matthew has been this likeable outcast.  He’s obviously 

as we’ve talked about several times on the ‘autistic 

spectrum’ of some sort and in this episode we begin to 

see Matthew’s pain begin to show.  What did you think 

about the scene when he drew the circle on the ground?  

Should he really feel on the outside?  What does this say about the others in the group 

and even Jesus (in the movie?).   What do you think about Phillips engagement with 

Matthew?  Is it authentic?  Is it a likely friendship? 

 

3.  Writing things done.  This was an interesting 

question to develop in the movie.  Several times know 

we have references to both John and Matthew taking 

notes and writing things down.  Is there a danger in 

writing the words of Jesus done on paper?  Think 

deeply here.  Are there also benefits?  How does this 

little scene and controversy—and having a fictional 

insight on the Matthew as author—help give us insight into scripture? 

 

4.  Nathaniel…Come and see.  Seeing was a bit of a 

subtheme in this episode.  Not only does Phillip 

repeat this famous line from scripture over and over; 

but Nathaniel uses the same imagery “do you see me” 

while lamenting under the fig tree.  I was intrigued 

with the notion that ‘come and see’ goes both ways.  

Not only are we invited to ‘come and see’ Jesus; but 

that Jesus has also come here on earth to see…to see us, to see our struggles and pains.   

Nathaniel has dreams of being a builder and it appears that Jesus is going to use him to 

build…but not necessarily buildings!   What does this exchange say about the gifts and 

talents that we have?   How important will it be to be open to God having ‘other’ plans? 

 


