
March 2,  Luke 18.11-13: The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying thus, ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other 
people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.’ But 
the tax collector, standing far off, would not even look up to heaven, but was beating his breast and saying, ‘God, be mer-
ciful to me, a sinner!’ 

Jesus suggests that it is the tax collector that went home justified.  What does this tell you about the spiritual life and be-
ing right with God?   

March 3, Philippians 3.14: I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.  

It has been said that beginning a journey and finishing it are two very different things.  Where would you see yourself on 
the journey of faith? Just beginning?  Resting for a while? Slowly moving?  Moving at a good clip?  Anticipating the finish 
line? 

March 4, John 17.18: As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. 

Where do you think Jesus has sent you to witness to your faith?  How does it make you feel to know that Jesus has sent YOU?  

March 5, Psalm 31.9: Be gracious to me, O LORD, for I am in distress; my eye wastes away from grief, my soul and body 
also. 

The Psalms often give us an honest look at human pain and suffering.  In the midst of these times we are reminded to call 
upon the Lord, to honestly share how we are feeling and to ask for his gracious help. 

March 6, Psalm 42.1: As a deer longs for flowing streams, so my soul longs for you, O God. 

St. Augustine wrote that our souls are restless until they rest in God.   Lent gives us an intentional season to set aside time 
for prayer and devotion.  Why not consider taking an extra 10 minutes to be in prayer right now? 
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March 7, Psalm 121.8: The LORD will keep your going out and your coming in from this time on and for evermore.  

Think about the promise given in this little verse: every time you enter or take leave from any given place or situation, 
God is there.  How does this change your perspective knowing that God walks with you into every situation? 

March 8, Genesis 37.23: So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe, the long robe with sleeves 
that he wore; and they took him and threw him into a pit. The pit was empty; there was no water in it.  

In this tragic story Joseph is attacked and humiliated by his own brothers and thrown into a pit. What comfort could you 
provide for Joseph in such a moment as this?  How has God called you to show compassion to others?   

March 9,  1 Corinthians 2.1: When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the mystery of God 
to you in lofty words or wisdom. 

It is said that actions speak louder than words.  How can you today proclaim the mystery of God to others without using 
words? 

March 10, 1 Corinthians 3.15: For no one can lay any foundation other than the one that has been laid; that founda-
tion is Jesus Christ... 

Paul reminds the Corinthians that they are building the church upon the foundation of Jesus Christ.  And so, the founda-
tion being sound, we are called to build a strong faith that rests upon it.  If you were to look at this last week, has your 
foundation been Jesus or something else? 

March 11, Mark 2.17: When Jesus heard this, he said to them, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but 
those who are sick; I have come to call not the righteous but sinners.” 

One of the hardest things in life is to face our own shortcomings.  Here we are promised that Jesus has come not as a re-
ward for the perfect, but as a healing gift for the broken.  Where might Jesus need to work healing in your life right now? 

March 12, Psalm 149.1:  Praise the Lord! Sing to the Lord a new song, his praise in the assembly of the faithful. 

This Psalm begins with a shout of acclamation and a call for us to lift up a new song together in worship.  When was the 
last time you allowed yourself to be free to simply worship God?  How might worship serve as a beginning point for each 
week in your life? 

March 13, Psalm 42.3: My tears have been my food day and night, while people say to me continually, “Where is your 
God?” 

The psalmist is speaking to real feelings of despair and alienation.  While it is natural for us to say, “Where are you, 
God?”  We are promised in Christ that God is here with us even amidst the tears.  Our faith doesn’t protect us from anx-
ious feelings; but it does stand firm in reminding us that God remains with us. 

March 14, Mark 3.13-15: He went up the mountain and called to him those whom he wanted, and they came to him. 
And he appointed twelve, whom he also named apostles, to be with him, and to be sent out to proclaim the message, 
and to have authority to cast out demons. 

Does Jesus really call us to be with him?  Yes.  As certainly as Jesus called to those first followers he continues to call to us 
as well.  In baptism we are brought into the family of God and there is a unique place for each of us! 

March 15, Mark 3.34: And looking at those who sat around him, he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! 

We often use the term ‘family’ to suggest the bonds of affection that tie a particular group together.  Here Jesus reminds 
us that we are family not because of our DNA, but because of with whom we sit.  When Jesus is at the center of who we 
are, the bonds we forge are as strong as any. 

March 16, Mark 4.20: And these are the ones sown on the good soil: they hear the word and accept it and bear fruit, 
thirty and sixty and a hundredfold.” 

In the parable of the sower we are reminded that just as there are obstacles to the faith, there is also a great promise for 
those who ‘hear the word and accept it.’  We might just be surprised at how the word helps us bear fruit not only in our 
own lives but in the lives of others. 

March 17, Psalm 147.19: He declares his word to Jacob, his statutes and ordinances to Israel. 



Ours is a God who doesn’t just want to be known; but who desires to be in relationship with us.  Here the psalmist mar-
vels that the God of creation is uniquely interested in the world and reveals himself to us.   

March 18, Mark 4.40: He said to them, “Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?” 

The disciples had every reason to be afraid, their very lives were in danger.  But perhaps the fear that Jesus is addressing 
here is their suspicion that he (Jesus) doesn’t care!  They are assured as we are, that God not only cares, but is with us 
even in those scariest of times. 

March 19, Psalm 143.8: Let me hear of your steadfast love in the morning, for in you I put my trust. Teach me the way I 
should go, for to you I lift up my soul. 

Sometimes we have to simply move forward into the next day without having all of our questions answered.  Here the 
psalmist seems to be saying, “as I lay my head down to sleep, I trust that you will be with me in the morning!”  Indeed, we 
close and start each day in the trust that God is with us. 

March 20, Romans 8.1: There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 

In Christ we have the promise that there is nothing that can separate us from the love of God.  It doesn’t mean that we 
don’t continue to try our best to be holy and love neighbor; but ultimately we trust in the goodness of Jesus even more 
than our own abilities to be righteous.  That is the Gospel! 

March 21, Mark 5.33: But the woman, knowing what had happened to her, came in fear and trembling, fell down be-
fore him, and told him the whole truth. 

She told him the whole truth.  In this wonderful healing story we find that Jesus does not condemn the woman—nor us—
but that we can approach the Lord with the whole truth, and never worry that he might take his presence from us. 

March 22, Psalm 146.3: Do not put your trust in princes, in mortals, in whom there is no help. 

Here the psalmist reminds us that human plans are fraught with failure and uncertainty.  On what can we place our 
trust? Our trust is most firmly placed in the promises of God’s love and presence.  That is the bedrock from which every-
thing else can be built. 

March 23, Psalm 147.3: He heals the brokenhearted, and binds up their wounds. 

The very one who has created the universe, who can call each star by name, has promised to be a God who heals the bro-
kenhearted and binds up open wounds.  The wounds and scars that we bear are real; but God’s love is able to bring heal-
ing. 

March 24, Psalm 126.5: May those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy. 

Life is invariably a series of good and bad, ups and downs.  As a people of faith we are always expectantly waiting for 
healing and goodness to return.  We are not naive to the pain of the world, but we know that it will not last. 

March 25, Psalm 22.1: My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from helping me, from the 
words of my groaning? 

Jesus uses this psalm as a prayer on the cross.  It certainly begins with an anxious cry, but this is not how the psalm ends.  
It ends with an affirmation that God has the final word, and that there is a future yet to be seen. 

March 26, Psalm 31.3: You are indeed my rock and my fortress; for your name’s sake lead me and guide me. 

The psalmist knows that in the midst of uncertainty it is the Lord who provides both a firm foundation (rock) and a safe place 
to withdraw (fortress).  Sometimes when life is overwhelming we need to take the time to remember this promise so as to 
regain our strength. 

March 27, Psalm 84.10: For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. 

What a reminder about the surpassing joy of being in the presence of God.  This is why worship, prayer and devotion are 
so important; they give us the means by which we can face the days ahead.   

 

 



March 28, Mark 7.28: But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” 

While this story has much to make us uncomfortable it also has an incredible promise:  There is enough for everyone!  Like 
the prophets of old, this woman argues with Jesus and from her faithful protest, we all begin to see that God’s mercy will 
know no bounds. 

March 29, Genesis 50.1: Then Joseph threw himself on his father’s face and wept over him and kissed him. 

Grief is very real.  While Jacob (the one who died) had many faults and was far from perfect, he was loved by Joseph.  We 
all grieve in our own ways, but make no mistake, grief comes and we would be best to acknowledge it and allow ourselves 
time to heal. 

March 30, 1 Corinthians 12.7: To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 

Each of us has been given different gifts, talents and abilities.  But these are not meant for us alone; but every gift is meant 
for the common good.  That is, we live out the love of neighbor as we share our gifts and abilities with the world. 

March 31, Psalm 27.14: Wait for the LORD; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the LORD! 

Waiting is hard.  Waiting for the LORD can be harder still!  When will God act?  Will God act?  Will I like what God does?  
There is wisdom in allowing for God to be God and learning that not everything good is instantaneous. 

April 1, Mark 9.7: Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Be-
loved; listen to him!” 

Here at the Transfiguration of Jesus the three disciples hear the voice of God give them a command.  How hard it is to lis-
ten to Jesus when he often says things we’d rather not hear.  But as followers we are not commanded to listen when it 
suits us, but to listen to the beloved in all he says. 

April 2, Mark 9.24: Immediately the father of the child cried out, “I believe; help my unbelief!” 

Isn’t this the prayer that is most often on our lips?  We do believe, and yet we often act as if we don’t.  We do believe, and 
yet we often allow our unbelief to get the best of us.  Jesus understands this struggle and just as he healed the man’s child, 
he continues to be at work with us. 

April 3, Romans 12.2: Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you 
may discern what is the will of God - what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

Indeed there is a temptation to be reduced by those things that seem so powerful in the world... to all but resign ourselves 
to the way it is.  However, in Christ we are called to expand our thinking and way of living to reflect the limitless imagina-
tive power of God. 

April 4, Mark 9.34:  But they were silent, for on the way they had argued with one another who was the greatest. 

The problem wasn’t that the disciples wanted to be great, but that they misunderstood what greatness was all about.  Greatness 
is not found in personal aggrandizement; but in the love of God and neighbor.  And that is a greatness that doesn’t lend itself to 
arguments. 

April 5, Psalm 34.13: Keep your tongue from evil, and your lips from speaking deceit. 

Words have the power to bless and also the power to tear things down.  Dishonest words are particularly dangerous as 
they instill an untruth that has a life of its own; and so the scriptures often warn us of how we use our words. 

April 6, 2 Corinthians 2.15: For we are the aroma of Christ to God among those who are being saved and among those 
who are perishing... 

What a strange way to speak about the Christian life, as an aroma.  But here Paul is connecting our lives to the sacrifices 
that were burnt on ancient altars.  The Christian life is one that is offered to God, and such offering will be either a pleas-
ant aroma (to some) or a foul interruption! 

April 7, Mark 10.27: Jesus looked at them and said, “For mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for with God all things 
are possible.” 

This famous line comes from the conversation between Jesus and a man who asks about eternal life. Jesus’ followers are 
stunned to hear Jesus suggest the impossible.  And yet, Jesus quickly reminds them and us that our salvation is not based 



on what we can do, but on the power of God that is abundantly able to accomplish all things. 

April 8, Psalm 130.3-4: If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand? But there is forgiveness with you, 
so that you may be revered. 

The hard truth is that all of us fall short of the glory of God.  Indeed, if God dealt with us according to our misdeeds none 
of us could stand.  But here is the good news, that God is abundant in love and forgiveness and this is seen fully in the per-
son of Jesus.  Thanks be to God. 

April 9, Exodus 10.27: But the LORD hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he was unwilling to let them go. 

Do you ever feel as if Pharaoh got the short stick?  I mean, did God really make it so he was so stubborn that hardship and 
tragedy fell upon his people?  Or was it that the power and presence of God is what made Pharaoh’s heart harden?  That 
is, was it the sovereignty and claims of God that Pharaoh found so distasteful?  What about us?  

April 10, Zechariah 9.9 (Palm Sunday): Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! Lo, your 
king comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.  

Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday and we see in Jesus the very one that scripture had proclaimed.  Pontius Pilate en-
tered Jerusalem on a war stallion, representing Rome.  Jesus comes not for battle, but to show the depths of God’s love. 

April 11, Mark 11.17: He was teaching and saying, “Is it not written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer for all 
the nations?’ But you have made it a den of robbers.” 

One of the earliest complaints against Christians was that they were turning the world upside down.  Here Jesus has just 
upset the status quo in the temple by turning over the tables of the money changers.  Jesus often causes a holy disruption 
in our lives. 

April 12, 2 Corinthians 1.20: For in him every one of God’s promises is a “Yes.” For this reason it is through him that we 
say the “Amen,” to the glory of God. 

There is no bait and switch when it comes to the Christian proclamation.  We are saved by grace through the faith of Je-
sus. No ifs, ands or buts.   That is, in Christ all the promises of God are given to us. 

April 13, Psalm 27.4: One thing I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after: to live in the house of the LORD all the days of 
my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to inquire in his temple. 

Here the psalmist describes his longing to be with God, to be in relationship with the Lord and his willingness to pursue 
this above all else.  At the heart of the Gospel is the proclamation that it is God who has come to us!  God in Christ abides 
with us and thus fulfills our deepest longings. 

April 14, Mark 14.22 (Maundy Thursday): While they were eating, he took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he 
broke it, gave it to them, and said, “Take; this is my body.” 

On Maundy Thursday we remember the night in which Jesus was betrayed and his giving us the sacrament.  Bread can so 
easily be shared amongst friends, torn apart and given away for the sake of the other.  So Christ, gives himself away for 
the sake of the world. 

April 15, 1 Peter 1.18-19 (Good Friday): For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that 
you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your ancestors, but with the precious blood of 
Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. 

God showed his love for us, that while we were yet held in bondage to those things that go against God, God came in 
Christ giving himself fully for us and our salvation.  This is love.  This is Good Friday. 

April 16, Lamentations 3.57 (holy Saturday): You came near when I called on you; you said, “Do not fear!” 

On Holy Saturday we wait.  We know that Easter is coming, yet the cross still lingers in our memory.  In all our waiting 
may we hear the voice of God saying, “Do not fear!” 

April 17, Luke 24.5 (Easter Sunday): The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said 
to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen.” 

Hallelujah!  Christ is risen!  This is the proclamation that is at the center of our faith.  Sin, death and the evil one do not 
have the final word.  The final word belongs to God and this word is joy beyond belief and life everlasting! 


