
Jan. 10, 2021 LCR Constitution Revision Forum  

Issue Resolution Proposal 

 

C7.04 Issue: (Property ownership in the event of a significant congregational break-up) - No 

revision was indicated in the draft revision list.  

Proposed Resolution: Add a new sentence at the end of the current clause stating " In neither case 

does title to this congregation’s property transfer to the synod." 

Rationale: The extra sentence makes the modified clause identical to the recommended clause in 

the ELCA model congregation constitution. It adds clarity in that some portion of the 

congregation retains property title. It is also consistent with how former ALC congregations such 

as LCR (prior to merger into the ELCA) dealt with this matter. 

C12.05 Item C Issue: (Powers of the LCR Council) The draft revision list proposed move this 

item to the Bylaws and change the contract limit for unbudgeted items without prior 

congregation approval from $5000 to 2% of the consolidated budget. Discussion at the Jan. 10 

Forum suggested the limit be raised to 5% but no specific reference was made to an actual Bylaw 

revision. The draft revision list incidentally contained C12.05 Item D which limits council 

borrowing to $5000 to meet approved budgeted expenses without prior congregational approval.  

Proposed Resolution: Change the wording of C12.05 Item C and the first sentence of Item D to 

read as follows (area of change in red font) 

"C. The Congregation Council may not enter into contracts of more than the limit described in 

BL5.06 for items not included in the budget without prior approval by a Congregation Meeting." 

"D. The Congregation Council shall prepare an annual budget for adoption by this congregation, 

shall supervise the expenditure of funds in accordance therewith following its adoption, and may 

not incur obligations of more than the limit described in BL5.06 to meet expenses without prior 

approval by a Congregation Meeting." (Note - the remaining sentence of Item D is unchanged.) 

Rationale: The proposed change to Item C accomplishes the intent of making the limit a subject 

for control in a specific Bylaw rather than a much less flexible Constitution clause. The change 

to Item D, which was not previously planned, is proposed for consistency. (Note: consequential 

change may be needed to BL5.06H which now limits short-term borrowing to 6% of the budget 

and does not mention contracts for unbudgeted items.)  

C12.05 New Item G and new Clause C12.12 Issues: (Powers of the LCR Council) The draft 

revision list proposed text for a new Item G to give the Council authority to establish a trust fund 

and determine certain aspects of it "in the best interest of the congregation". Identical text was 

proposed for C12.12 which would be redundant. Note: (The basic change also depends on 

coupled changes to C13.05 (Trust Fund Committee), Bylaw Article 10, and BL5.06) 

Proposed Resolution: Delete the redundant draft new clause C12.12 and incorporate just the new 

C12.05G text. 

Rationale: In addition to the reason given in the draft revision list, the change brings the Trust 

Fund administration up to best practice from a legal perspective. 



C13.05 Issue: (Trust Fund Committee) The proposed new wording in the draft revision list is 

awkward and needs further revision. 

Proposed Resolution: Replace the original text with, "The Trust Committee shall be responsible 

for administering the Lutheran Church of the Resurrection Trust in accordance with its trust 

document terms, as passed resolution of the Congregation Council." 

Rationale: In addition to the reason given in the draft revision list, the change brings the Trust 

Fund administration up to best practice from a legal perspective. 

C16.03 Issue: (Bylaw Revision) No change was proposed in the draft revision list but a side 

question was raised about reducing the notification time limits in the current text. 

Proposed Resolution: Retain the current wording unchanged. 

Rationale: As it stands now, the current wording is consistent with the ELCA model constitution.  


